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Fate? Love At First Sight?

By Joan Hughes

Puppies are cute. Almost everyone would agree
with that. So when the SPCA has a litter of pups for
adoption we expect that they will be adopted
quickly, and they usually
are. We also expect that the
adoption will be for the life
of the dog, which might be
15 or more years, depending
on breed. Sadly, that’s not
always the case.

Stryder was one of those|
exceptions. He was one of a
litter born in January, 2003
that came to us in March of
that year. He was a furry
black bundle best described
as a border collie, shepherd,
lab mix and was adopted
two months after coming into our care. We have
an excellent record of placing our dogs in “forever
homes” and sometimes a family will adopt a second
dog as a companion for the first. But even the
SPCA is not infallible. In early 2007 Stryder was
returned to us.

Call it fate, karma, destiny--whatever it was, it
happened that Jenni Hopkins was at the SPCA
adoption event for the first time the day that Stryder
came back. Jenni is a friend of long-time volunteer
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Jill Gorski, and they shared the sad bond of each
having lost a beloved dog. Jill’s Bandit and Jenni
and husband Gary’s Sinbad had died within
> approximately a week of each
| other. When Jenni saw
| Stryder she was shocked. His
| coat was in terrible condition
from skin problems that his
| owner had done little or
othing to resolve, and he
was underweight. Jenni
| couldn’t get him out of her
mind.

tryder went to Lisa Reid’s
ennel and Lisa described
him as smart and good with
ther dogs. A vet diagnosed
his condition as a skin
allergy. He was treated successfully and came to
subsequent adoption events. So did Jenni. She
wanted to adopt Stryder but Gary was cool to the
idea and somewhat of a hard sell. He was still
mourning the loss of Sinbad, his pal for more than
16 years, and that was a void that not even Sophie,
their rescued, 10-year-old lab mix, could fill. He
Jjust wasn’t ready for Stryder.

But never under estimate woman power. Jill
{Continued on page 3)
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Remembermg the Animals this Holiday Season
12007 Annual Appeal

| friends" of animals this Holiday Season.
Paws bo Conmder is pnhhshed

We are officially kicking off our Annual Holiday Appeal,
inspired by our continuing desire to help many more
animals in need during 2008.

Whenever we are asked for the secret to our ability to
rescue, rehabilitate and successfully place so many cats
and dogs in forever homes each year, we smile and
respond, “We did it with a lot of help.” Help from
people all over the Metropolitan area who support our
cause and care enough to remember us each year
during our annual appeal. Your checks and online
donations are the security blanket for the most
grateful among us—the innocent animals.

With your support, the SPCA of Northern Virginia will be able to continue its
mission: To provide education and outreach in the community, medical services
for rescued animals, humane investigations, safe shelter for homeless animals, and

| strong adoption programs to ensure that every companion animal lives in a safe,

loving and secure home.

Please remember the animals this holiday season. At the
end of the year, many of you are looking for a great tax
deduction. As a 501(c)(3) organization, any gift to the SPCA
of Northern Virginia is tax deductible.

To all the furry (and not so furry) members of your household
the SPCA of Northern Virginia would like to extend our
affection and best wishes to you and yours as "fellow

Donations to the SPCA 2007 Holiday Appeal can be made easily
using the form on the back cover, or to make a donation by credit
card please visit our website www.spcanova.org

Please be as generous as you can.
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